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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 7, 2026

NAC Denounces Military Action in Venezuela
A Statement by Fran Eskin-Royer, Executive Director of
the National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd

(Silver Spring, MD) -- The National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd denounces the U.S. military actions in Venezuela, where Good Shepherd sisters
have lived a mission of compassion and justice with the disenfranchised for 100 years.

The January 3, 2026 military strikes and forced removal of Venezuela’s leader,
without authorization by Congress, increase tensions and instability in a country plagued by
economic collapse and harsh authoritarian rule. The actions also set a dangerous precedent,
risking spreading unrest and U.S. interventionism across South America and the Caribbean.

Violence and war do not bring peace, and those on the margins suffer the most. The
NAC stands in solidarity with the people of Venezuela and joins with Pope Leo who calls for
their well-being to “prevail over every other consideration.” Good Shepherd’s commitment
to mercy, reconciliation and human dignity compels NAC to call on the U.S. Administration
and Congress to stop our military involvement in Venezuela, pursue diplomacy, and support
international efforts that foster fair elections, a peaceful transfer of power, and conditions
where democracy - and people - may flourish.

The National Advocacy Center educates and advocates on social justice issues for the
transformation of society to the benefit of all people reflecting the spirituality, history and
mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. NAC advocates at the Federal level for people
living in poverty, immigrants, survivors of human trafficking, survivors of domestic abuse,
and other vulnerable populations.

The National Advocacy Center reflects the spirituality, history and mission of the
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd (better known as the Sisters of
the Good Shepherd). The sisters and their agencies work in solidarity with the
disenfranchised — particularly families, women and children — who often are forgotten, left-
behind or dismissed.

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd was founded in France in 1835 and are in 67
countries on 5 continents and have had a presence in the United States for over 180 years.
With a presence in 19 states, the Sisters and their Lay Mission Partners have dedicated
themselves to serving girls, women and families who experience poverty, exploitation,
vulnerability and marginalization.
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