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On Minnesota and Mass Deportation Efforts Across the Country - 
Firm in Our Commitment to Justice, Love and Solidarity 

A Joint Statement from 
the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, U.S. / Toronto Region and 

the National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
 

(Silver Spring, MD) -- Our hearts are heavy as lives are lost, threatened and harmed in 
Minneapolis and in communities across the country in our names. The deaths of Alex Pretti, 
Renee Good, Keith Porter, Geraldo Lunas Campos and the more than 30 people who died in 
ICE custody in 2025 call out to us, pleading for accountability. We believe in the inherent worth 
of every person and mourn every life that is ended unjustly.  

 
Families and communities experiencing violence, family separation, intimidation and 

fear compel us to insist that the violent tactics of Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
sub-agencies, ICE and CBP, cease immediately. Instead of showing restraint, compassion and 
care as they carry out their duties, we have witnessed ICE and CBP agents’ increased use of 
violent means such as tear gas, pepper spray, flash bangs, assault and use of deadly force 
toward nonviolent demonstrators, U.S. citizens and our immigrant neighbors alike.  

 
Saint Mary Euphrasia, founder of the Congregation of the Our Lady of Charity of the 

Good Shepherd wrote, “Ask God to grant you God's own love for all persons. You will see what 
marvels this love achieves.” Thus, with that love for all persons, we reach out to all Members 
of Congress, imploring them to vote NO to additional funding for the DHS, which received $170 
billion in July upon the passage of the One Big, Beautiful Bill. Stop the escalation of this 
violence; do not add to it by providing more funding.  

 
Further, we call for more Congressional oversight of those managing DHS policy and 

ICE and CPB agents’ conduct, and for a heeding of state government requests for ICE and CPB 
removal from their streets. The checks and balances that exist between the executive and 
legislative branches, and improved cooperation between federal and state governments will 
only make us better as a nation and a democracy.    

 
Finally, we want to speak for the children. Children who are detained face psychological 

and emotional trauma; trauma that has long-term effects on their physical, mental and 
developmental health. Their pain, fear and trauma oblige us to call for family detention centers 
to provide special support services for these children and release them as soon as possible.  

 
Saint Mary Euphrasia also wrote, “Be mature, firm in your commitment, generous and 

unshaken in the face of what is wrong. Thus, you will become capable of the great works your 
zeal makes you long for. Become strong.” Therefore, we stand with our immigrant neighbors 
and all who are threatened by violence, fear and injustice. We will continue to lead with 
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compassion, speak with kindness and conviction, and pray with our feet by acting with love to 
protect, promote and support the most vulnerable among us. 

 
The National Advocacy Center educates and advocates on social justice issues for the 

transformation of society to the benefit of all people reflecting the spirituality, history and 
mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. NAC advocates at the Federal level for people 
living in poverty, immigrants, survivors of human trafficking, survivors of domestic abuse, and 
other vulnerable populations. 
 

The National Advocacy Center reflects the spirituality, history and mission of the 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd (better known as the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd). The sisters and their agencies work in solidarity with the disenfranchised – 
particularly families, women and children – who often are forgotten, left-behind or dismissed.  
 

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd was founded in France in 1835 and are in 67 
countries on 5 continents and have had a presence in the United States for over 180 years. 
With a presence in 19 states, the Sisters and their Lay Mission Partners have dedicated 
themselves to serving girls, women and families who experience poverty, exploitation, 
vulnerability and marginalization. 
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