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No Room in the Tax Code for Infant Jesus
Statement by Lawrence E. Couch
Director, National Advocacy Center
Christmas is only a few days away, but it has been hijacked by the Trump Administration
and Republicans in Congress. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 that passed yesterday is
smoke and mirrors and just a bunch of coal for working Americans, for the middle class and
for those men and women, families and children living in poverty.
Infant Jesus was on the run, homeless, hungry. The Holy Family was living on the margin
in those early years. What would Jesus do today? Where is the federal government in its
duty to help those with the greatest need?
The gap between rich and poor continues to grow. And this tax bill is a windfall for
corporations and the rich. This disparity between the accumulation of extreme wealth and
the inescapability of extreme poverty threatens the dignity of human beings and is
destructive to our society.
We will have to be vigilant. Congress is going to start searching for ways to pay for its giveaway to the rich and we must not let it cut programs that help poor and less affluent.
The National Advocacy Center educates and advocates on social justice issues for the
transformation of society to the benefit of all people reflecting the spirituality, history and
mission of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. NAC advocates at the Federal level for people
living in poverty, immigrants, victims of human trafficking, victims of domestic abuse, and
other vulnerable populations.
The Sisters of the Good Shepherd was founded in France in 1835 and are in over 70
countries on 5 continents and have had a presence in the United States for over 175 years.
With a presence in 22 states and 1 U. S. Territory, the Sisters and their Lay Mission Partners
have dedicated themselves to serving girls, women and families who experience poverty,
exploitation, vulnerability and marginalization.
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