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Good Shepherd Values and the State of the Union
A Reflection Guide 

Contents

Introduction

I. Opening Prayer

II. Readings About Good Shepherd Values

III. Pre-Speech Discussion Questions

IV. Post-Speech Discussion Questions

V. Closing Prayer

Dear Good Shepherd Advocates,

On Tuesday January 31st (at 9pm EST) President Bush will address the Congress and the Nation in his fifth “State of the Union” address – outlining his vision, priorities, and agenda for the coming year.  This reflection guide (adapted from an idea put forward by Sojourners) is designed to help you listen to and evaluate the speech and the priorities he articulates through the lens of Good Shepherd values – Individual Worth, Mercy, Reconciliation, and Zeal.
We encourage you to gather in small groups 15-20 minutes before the speech to pray and share the included readings about Good Shepherd Values.  These readings are designed to help provide a framework for you to analyze what the President says: 
· Does he present a plan for a just a compassionate budget?
·  Is there a vision for reducing poverty and healing the many divisions in our country and around the world? 
· How will the most vulnerable in our nation be impacted by his legislative proposals?  

Some additional pre- and post-speech discussion questions are provided, but feel free to let the conversation take its own course.  
A conversation about our Good Shepherd values and how they relate to our government policies is also important because on the day after the President’s speech, the House of Representatives will likely vote on whether or not to pass a budget that violates these values by cutting vital services for struggling families, children, the elderly, and people with disabilities.  As people of faith who believe in justice and compassion, we must draw courage from these values to speak and to challenge systems and structures, the policies and priorities that leave so many behind.
We hope this guide is helpful and appreciate any feedback that you may wish to provide.  We look forward to our work together this year and pray with you that we all may better embody our Good Shepherd values.
In Peace,

The National Advocacy Center Staff
“State of Our Values” Reflection
The common good is shaped by the moral convictions, personal virtue and active commitment of every person.

The renewal of democracy is not simply a task for others but for each of us. It is the traditional virtue of citizenship that will renew American democracy.

In bringing the virtues and values we seek to uphold in our personal lives into the public arena, we strengthen public life and build a better society.

In the Catholic tradition, citizenship is a virtue; participation in the political process is an obligation. We are not a sect fleeing the world, but a community of faith called to renew the earth.


Political Responsibility, 1996, United States Catholic Conference

I. Opening Prayer:

Loving Shepherd God, as we come together this evening to listen and reflect on our values and the state of our nation we ask you to open our hearts to your spirit and guidance.  May mercy guide both us and our leaders to a more compassionate response to the most vulnerable in our society and throughout the world.  May belief in the dignity of every person be embodied in our daily activities and strengthen our country’s commitment to justice for all. May the zeal kindled by your love give us all courage to “speak out, judge righteously, [and] defend the rights of the poor and needy (Proverbs 31:9).” May the spirit of reconciliation help us move beyond that which divides us to seek the common good of all.  
Amen.
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II. Good Shepherd Values

Individual Worth

Reading – Quote from St. Mary Euphrasia

“The Good Shepherd does not want even one of God’s children to be lost in the chaos of the times.”

Reading – Catholic Social Teaching

There is a growing awareness of the sublime dignity of human persons, who stand above all things and whose rights and duties are universal and inviolable. They ought, therefore, to have ready access to all that is necessary for living a genuinely human life: for example, food, clothing, housing…the right to education, and work…


-The Church and the Modern World, Second Vatican Council (#26)

Mercy  
Reading – Quotes from St. Mary Euphrasia:
“Every step of our Savior was marked by some great act of compassion.  He did not need to be urged, a word from the poor sufferer was sufficient to arouse Jesus’ compassion.” 
“With St. Paul I can say, ‘How can I remain indifferent while anyone is suffering?’”

Reading – Catholic Social Teaching: 
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Our relationship to our neighbor is bound up with our relationship to God; our response to the love of God, saving us through Christ, is shown to be effective in his love and service of people. Christian love of neighbor and justice cannot be separated. For love implies an absolute demand for justice, namely a recognition of the dignity and rights of one's neighbor. Justice attains its inner fullness only in love. Because every person is truly a visible image of the invisible God and a sibling of Christ, the Christian finds in every person God himself and God's absolute demand for justice and love.


-Justice in the World, World Synod of Catholic Bishops, (#34)

Love for others, and especially for the poor, is made concrete by promoting justice. 


-The Hundredth Year (Donders translation) (#58), Pope John Paul II

Reconciliation

Reading - Constitutions of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd:

"Our commitment to reconciliation demands that we promote justice and peace."

Reading – Catholic Social Teaching:
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Discipleship reaches out to the ends of the earth and calls for reconciliation among all peoples so that God's purpose, "a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him" (Eph. 1:10), will be fulfilled.

Christ's grace is at work in the world; his command of love and his call to reconciliation are not purely future ideals but call us to obedience today.

-The Challenge of Peace, U.S. Catholic Bishops (#54 and #58) 
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Reading – Quotes from St. Mary Euphrasia: 
“We must not be attached to one little corner of the earth. We must rouse ourselves, we must be ever ready to go ahead. One town, one foundation will not satisfy our zeal; it must embrace the world.”

“Go after the lost sheep without other rest than the cross, other consolation than work, other thirst than for justice.”

Reading – Catholic Social Teaching:
The central message is simple: our faith is profoundly social. We cannot be called truly "Catholic" unless we hear and heed the Church's call to serve those in need and work for justice and peace. We cannot call ourselves followers of Jesus unless we take up his mission of bringing "good news to the poor, liberty to captives, and new sight to the blind" (cf. Lk 4:18).


-Communities of Salt and Light, U.S. Catholic Bishops

III. Pre-Speech Discussion Questions

Based on these values, what priorities do you hope to see in the President’s speech tonight?

If you were the president and giving the State of the Union tonight, what would you say is the most important moral priority for our nation?
IV. Post-Speech Discussion Questions
What was one specific proposal you heard tonight that you liked? What was one specific proposal you heard that you disliked? 

What didn’t the President talk about that you would have liked to hear?

Did what he say resonate with your values on budget priorities? Tax priorities? Iraq and other foreign policy issues?
V. Closing Prayer (Adapted from a Franciscan Blessing):
God of mercy, bless us all with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that we may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart.

God of abundance, bless us all with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people.

God of love, bless us all with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and transform their pain into joy.

God of hope, bless us all with enough foolishness to believe that we really CAN make a difference, so that we are able, with God's grace, to bring ourselves, our nation, and the world closer to the values of your kingdom. Amen.
[image: image7.png]



